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The Swedish tax system
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What is tax?

Tax is money that everyone pays to 

their local municipality, county 

council and national government.

Tax revenues are used to fund schools, 

hospitals, roads and much more
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Who decides on the 
taxes we pay?

• The Riksdag (Swedish Parlament)

• Municipalities

• Regional authorities

Citizens vote in elections to decide 
who governs in Sweden
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What do we pay tax on?

• Compensation from: 

‒ employment

‒ parental benefit

‒ pensions

‒ unemployment benefit (“A-kassa”)

• Business income 

• Income from capital

• Goods and services we buy (VAT)

• Alcohol, fuel, electricity, and more
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Why do we pay taxes?
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Environmental protection
SEK 0.30

Housing and

social development

SEK 0.80

Culture and 

recreation

SEK 2.10

Defence SEK 3.40 Public order and 

justice 

SEK 2.80

Social welfare

SEK 41.90 

Education

SEK 13.60

Healthcare 

SEK 13.60

Public administration

SEK 12.50

Trade and industry

SEK 9

The distribution of tax revenues

SEK 1002026-01-14



What does the Swedish 
Tax Agency do?

• Checks and controls

‒ Population registration

‒ Taxation

• Information: skatteverket.se

‒ Webinars

‒ Digital collaboration initiatives

‒ Films

‒ Service 

‒ tax information service; state service centres
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When do we consume/contribute the most?

0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90

Kostar Bidrar
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Starting work
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This must include:

• Your name and personal identity 

number

• Employer 

(name and corporate identity number)

• Salary

• Working hours

• Paid holiday allowance

Employment contract
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Payslip 
(salary specification)

This must state:

• Your name

• Your personal identity number

• Salary amount

• Deducted tax

Keep your payslips!
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Threshold

How your income is taxed

= Total annual salary

= Tax to pay

Income    

SEK 

44,000

8%

Income 

SEK 

240,000

18%

Income below 

the threshold

Income above 

the threshold    Income

  < threshold

  Income

  threshold

+ SEK 1 

Tax  

SEK 

1,700

Tax  

 SEK 0
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Certificate for payment of salary 
without tax deduction 
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https://www.skatteverket.se/privat/etjansterochblanketter/allaetjanster/tjanster/jamkningforskolungdom.4.46ae6b26141980f1e2d4b79.html


File your 

tax return 

by 2 May

Your employer pays in:

– preliminary tax

– social security 

   contributions

We send your tax 

return to you 

digitally or by post.

Final tax statement 

shows whether you 

will receive a refund 

or have additional 

tax to pay.

Year 1 – income year Year 2 – tax return filing year 

2026-01-14



Declared and undeclared work
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What do we mean by undeclared 
work and tax fraud?

• Undeclared work means you get 

paid for work (usually in cash) 

without paying tax

• Undeclared work is a form of tax 

fraud

What are the risks involved?
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No 
sick pay No holiday 

pay

No sickness 
benefit

No parental 
benefit

No 
employment 

contract

Lower 
basic 
salary

Unregulated 
working 
hoursNo 

overtime 
pay

No 
unemployment 

benefit

No    
certificate of 
employment

No 
workplace 
insurance

No pension

Difficult to 
rent an 

apartment

No 
credit/loans

Risk of fines or 
emprisonment
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How to ensure that your 
work is legal

Make sure you:

• get an employment contract

• get payslips (salary specifications)

• log into “My Pages” (“Mina sidor”)   on 

skatteverket.se

‒ to check that your employer is deducting 

and paying in tax for you

                    
Need help?

     Contact the Swedish Tax Agency

2026-01-14



Collaboration between 
Frisörförtagarna and the 
Swedish Tax Agency
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Why are Frisörföretagarna and the Swedish 
Tax Agency collaborating?

Together, we can combat unfair competition more effectively. 

This enables you to:

• charge fair prices

• pay your employees salaries according to contract

• show customers you run a serious business that pays its taxes and employer 

contributions
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The Swedish Tax Agency’s 
efforts to combat unfair 
competition

• Carry out cash register checks

‒ Count customers

‒ Make test purchases

• Check staff registers
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What do you need to do?

• Notify the Swedish Tax Agency of 

your cash register via our e-

service “Kassaregister”

• Always give the customer a 

receipt

• Make sure you enter your details 

in the staff register each day

The above actions show that you are 

running a serious business
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Starting your own business
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• Limited company
‒ One or more owners

‒ Capital required: SEK 25,000

‒ Company (not owner) 

responsible for liabilities

‒ Corporate identity number 

• Sole trader
‒ One owner 

‒ No capital required

‒ Business owner

personally  responsible 

for liabilities

‒ Your personal identity number

Which type of business is most suitable?

Which type suits you best?
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Thinking of starting a business?

Information is available on:

• Skatteverket.se 

• Verksamt.se 

… about how to:

• start your business

• pay taxes, etc.

You register your business on verksamt.se
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skatteverket.se/webbseminarier @skatteverket
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