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1 Introduction

Section III of the FESS addresses functionality that links the Member States with the Common Domain. It contains the following chapters.

Chapter 1 is the present Introduction.

Chapter 2, entitled Definitions, is a summary description of System for Exchange of:

· Excise Data (SEED), composed of the register of economic operators, the tax warehouses and the temporary authorisations;

· reference data, composed of the Excise Offices List (EOL), the list of codes ( including the categories of Excise products and the Excise product codes) and the common system parameters.
It also includes the definition of SEED statistics.

Chapter 3, entitled General Process Threads, is a summary description of the major process threads that may be built on the basis of the use cases that compose the other chapters of this Section.

Chapter 4 describes the management of registration data, composed of the register of: 

· the economic operators;

· the tax warehouses;

· the temporary authorisations.

Chapter 5 describes the management the reference data, composed of:

· the common system parameters;

· the lists of codes, including the list of categories and product codes of goods subject to Excise duties;

· the Excise Offices List (EOL), actually proposed to be integrated into the Customs Office List (COL).

Chapter 6 addresses the collection of SEED statistics.

Chapter 7 is intended to present the State-transition diagrams that summarise the management of the major entities involved in that Section. It is actually empty as no entities of this Section may be considered having a significant life cycle.

Chapter 8 is an Index of EBPs (Elementary Business Processes) that compose the functionality; in that Chapter, the Use cases and their EBPs are presented in numeric order.

2 Definitions

This chapter presents the definitions regarding:

· SEED (System for Exchange of Excise Data), composed of the register of economic operators, the tax warehouses and the temporary authorisations;
· the reference data, composed of the Excise Offices List (EOL), the list of codes ( including the categories of Excise products and the Excise product codes) and the common system parameters;
· SEED statistics.
The following figure shows the environment for SEED:


[image: image1]
Figure 1
Domains and organisations within the Excise community

The Common Domain maintains the central repository for SEED, while the National Domains maintain their national SEED repositories up-to-date according to the central SEED repository. 

The registration data are updated by the National Domains that submit updates to the Central Domain.

The Excise Offices List (EOL) comes from the Customs Office List (COL).

The reference data (other than the EOL) are updated in the Common Domain upon decisions endorsed by the Excise Committee.

2.1 The registration data

SEED that contains information on economic operators, tax warehouses and temporary authorisations has a twofold role:

· to comply with Article 19 of Regulation (EU) No 389/2012 of 2 May 2012 on administrative cooperation in the field of excise duties; and

· to provide each MSA with an up-to-date copy of the characteristics of all authorised economic operators, tax warehouses and temporary authorisations, so that validation of an e-AD (or of any other data set submitted in the course of EMCS movements) may be completed in a Member State, without having to cross-consult information from MSA to MSA or from MSA to the central SEED.

Are considered as registration information all items that are described in Article 19 of Regulation (EU) No 389/2012, namely:

· authorised warehouse keepers (as defined in Directive 2008/118/EC [A14]);

· registered consignees (as defined in Directive 2008/118/EC [A14] under the name of registered traders);

· registered consignors, i.e. economic operators allowed to send goods under Excise duty suspension, but not to receive them; such operators are providing movement guarantees hence they may be considered as "persons who have assumed the obligations within the meaning of Article 18(1) of Directive 2008/118/EC";

· tax warehouses (as defined in Directive 2008/118/EC [A14]);

· temporary authorisations (as defined in Directive 2008/118/EC [A14]).

The contents of the register concern:

· the identification number issued by the competent authority in respect of the person or premises (currently designated as the "Excise number");

· the name and address of the person or premises;

· the category of excise products and/or the products which may be held or received by the person or which may be held or received at these premises;

· identification of the central liaison office or the excise office from which further information may be obtained;

· the date of issue, amendment and where applicable, the date of cessation of validity of the authorisation.

Other relevant information such as specific authorisations (i.e. the allowance to practise direct delivery or to send energy products without identified destination under Article 22 of Directive 2008/118/EC) is contained in the register as well.

The temporary authorisations granted by a MSA of destination (as defined in Directive 2008/118/EC) to a temporary registered consignee are also included in SEED. A temporary authorisation can cover one or several movements. In both cases, a temporary authorisation can only concern one consignor (from a MSA different than the MSA of destination) and one consignee for a given period of validity and a certain quantity of goods.

For the time being, the consignees exempted from the payment of duties according to Article 12 of Directive 2008/118/EC are not registered in SEED, nor the certificates defined in Commission Regulation (EC) No 31/96 of 10 January 1996 on the excise duty exemption certificate.

2.2 The reference data

The reference data include:

· a set of common system parameters, i.e. durations, numbers and codes that are set as committing limits for all Member States in some business cases, typically, a maximum time limit that a MSA is forbidden to exceed but is allowed to shorten, or the list of categories of goods allowed at splitting;

· the various lists of codes to be used in identified fields of the information exchanges throughout EMCS; these lists are described in Appendix B of the FESS; examples are country codes, transport codes and language codes;

· the Excise Offices List.

The list of offices of Administrations involved in the operation of EMCS or to be referred to in EMCS information exchanges, commonly known as the Excise Offices List (EOL), is common with the Customs Office List (COL) in use in the NCTS application.

Excise specific offices are mainly central services, among which the Excise Liaison Office (ELO) plays a major role. According to national provisions, many Customs offices are enabled to handle EMCS operations as well. Consequently, the only impact of the integration of the EOL into the COL is adding an Excise dedicated office role.

2.3 The SEED statistics

The SEED statistics are Common Domain business statistics related to excise authorisations and SEED activity. They can be divided into the following categories:

· number of active and inactive economic operators. Inactive records are those that have expired authorisations (no longer valid) or withdrawn authorisations;

· pending expirations, being the total number of authorisations that will expire in the following term (typically monthly or quarterly);

· the number of economic operators, by type, and the number of tax warehouses;

· the number of authorised economic operators by product and product categories;

· the number of changes to excise authorisations (either an extension of authorisation or a modification in the authorised products).

3 General Process Threads

This chapter presents the general process threads regarding SEED, composed of the register of economic operators, the tax warehouses, the temporary authorisations and regarding the reference data. These schemas give a simplified representation of the chaining of processes that make up the functionality at stake.

All information exchanges described in this Section happen between a MSA and the Common Domain central services. Hence, they are related with the duties of the Common Domain. The FESS is limited to the exchanges of the Common Domain with the MSAs and just mentions what has to be done inside the Common Domain, to be detailed in the Central Operation Specification (COS).

3.1 Management of the registration data

The management of SEED information is shared by the Common Domain and the MSAs according to the following process:

· each MSA maintains the registration information concerning all economic operators, tax warehouses and temporary authorisations of its Member State. It sends the necessary updates to the Common Domain in such a manner that the new information will be available to all MSAs at the latest on the day where it becomes legally valid;
· MSAs sending updates to central SEED should wait until they get a response from central SEED, either in the form of dissemination (IE713) or in the form of refusal (IE714) of the proposed updates, before they initiate a movement involving any of the updated registration data;
· the application of the Common Domain formally validates the submitted changes and, if found correct, integrates them into the central SEED repository;

· the application of the Common Domain puts the set of updates at the disposal of MSAs, either by a dissemination as soon as they are integrated to the central SEED repository or upon request by the use of a notification;

· each MSA is responsible for updating its national SEED repository as soon as they receive any updates from central SEED and publishing the relevant SEED information. MSAs using the SOAP channel should poll Central SEED for updates at least twice a day.
A MSA should submit its updates of SEED a sufficient time in advance from the date where they become legally valid and at the latest on the activation date itself so that they are ready for use in all Member States on that date. In case of urgent updates such as immediate withdrawal of an authorisation, the MSA is invited to submit the update as soon as possible.
It shall be noted that a modification with an activation date set to today becomes applicable immediately. That is, from the time the modification was accepted by central SEED and disseminated to all MSAs (recorded by the “Modification Date and Time” Data Item). Planned modifications having an activation date in the future become applicable at that date. The validation of a message at the MSA of Dispatch is done against the current SEED data (that is, the data that exist in SEED at the time of validation).
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Figure 2
Overview of management of registration data

In addition, the consultation of registration data by any MSA central services permits an official in a Member State to search the central SEED repository for information. If relevant, the returned information may be used by the MSA central services to correct their local copy of the SEED database.
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Figure 3
Overview of consultation of registration data

3.2 Management of the reference data

The management of the reference data (other than the EOL) is shared by the Common Domain and the MSAs according to the following process:

· a central service of the Common Domain maintains the reference data (other than the EOL) as updates arrive following instructions of the Commission; it ensures that it is accurate and up-to-date;

· as soon as possible and at the latest a given time before they become applicable (typically a few days), the Common Domain central services put the same set of updates at the disposal of all MSAs;

· each MSA is responsible for timely updating and publishing the relevant reference data (other than the EOL).

Each MSA is responsible for forwarding the relevant reference data to the economic operators. However, public reference data may be published on SEED-on-Europa so that any economic operator is in a position to accede it. The public reference data for EMCS are the following:

· Excise products categories and codes, including the equivalence with CN codes;

· the part of the lists of codes that have to be used in the messages submitted or received by economic operators.
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Figure 4
Overview of management of reference data (other than the EOL)

In addition, the consultation of data by MSA central services permits an official in a Member State to search the central reference data repository for information.

In addition, the consultation of reference data by any MSA central services permits an official in a Member State to search the central reference data repository for information. If relevant, the returned information may be used by the MSA central services to correct their local copy of the reference data.
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Figure 5
Overview of consultation of reference data (other than the EOL)

Case of the EOL:

The management of the EOL is common with the COL. Indeed, the actual offices described by these two lists are the same in most cases. Although there are some EMCS specific offices (for instance the ELO) and EMCS does not need all details required for NCTS, it has been found more efficient to completely share these lists.

EOL/COL data are maintained by each MSA for its part of the list; they are then concentrated by an application of the Common Domain from where it is then disseminated to all MSAs.

The EOL will not be published to economic operators.

3.3 Management of the SEED statistics

The management of statistics is done by the Common Domain central services according to the following process:

· upon request from any MSA, the Common Domain central services prepare the requested statistics records and send them to the requesting MSA;

· the MSA is able to analyse the received statistics.
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Figure 6
Overview of management of SEED statistics

4 Management of registration data

This Chapter addresses the management of registration data.

The management of registration data consists in three steps:

· maintenance of nationally originated registration data, that is completely performed by each MSA for what concerns the economic operators, tax warehouses and temporary authorisations of the Member State;

· receipt and formal validation by the Common Domain of the updates of registration data sent by each MSA;

· dissemination of the registration data to all Member States, where the Common Domain sends back updates or notification for updates to the MSAs so that they all have a national copy of registration data identical to the reference version maintained in the Common Domain.

Use of registration information is mainly for the formal validation of the e-AD and of all related submissions, in particular change of destination and report of receipt. It is embedded in the functionality described in Section II (Chapters 3 and 4) and can be based only on the national copy of registration data, in conjunction with complementary national information where required, e.g. guarantee information. Consequently, in the whole FESS except the present Chapter, any reference to registration data must be understood as designating the national copy of the registration data.

In addition, this chapter provides the consultation of the central SEED repository by MSA central services, which permits a search on the centrally maintained registration data.

Economic operators are not allowed to access to the register of economic operators, except to their own information. However, they can verify the validity of a known Excise number and the categories of goods that the concerned operator is authorised to handle (SEED on Europa). Optionally, a MSA may provide its Economic operators a mechanism for verifying the Excise number, name and post code of other Economic Operators.
4.1 Maintenance of registration data (UC1.14)

4.1.1 Overview

The maintenance of registration data concerning economic operators, tax warehouses and temporary authorisations is achieved separately by each MSA.

Each MSA determines how they create, update or invalidate the information constituting the registration data. To do so, they follow Commission Recommendation 2000/789/EC (articles 2 and 3).

The register contains information concerning the following:

· authorised warehouse keepers;

· registered consignors;

· registered consignees.
The register contains as well:

· the list of tax warehouses;

· for each authorised warehouse keeper, the list of tax warehouses (at least one) that he is using;

· the list of temporary authorisations granted to temporary registered consignees.

History of registration information must be kept available as long as history of movements concerning each operator. For movement information, Article 21(1) of Regulation (EU) No 389/2012 [A15] explicitly quotes three years from the end of the calendar year in which the movement was initiated. Consequently, registration information must remain available at least for the same period. This implies that the register contains both active records and historical records. A MSA is free to extend that time window but not to shorten it.

To support history, the register is made of series of records concerning a given operator or a given tax warehouse for a given period.

Each MSA is responsible for ensuring that updated registration information is put at the disposal of the other MSAs by the convenient date and time.

To help economic operators in disseminating their own registration information, each MSA is free to provide a given operator with an electronic record.

To that end, each Member State is committed to regularly make available changes of its registration data to all other Member States. The update should be made a given number of days before the given information becomes legally valid and at the latest on the activation date itself according to the validity dates registered in the records.

To guarantee consistency of SEED information among all Member States, changes are concentrated in the unique and common reference version of SEED (central SEED repository) maintained by the Common Domain central services. The Common Domain sends back to all Member States the updates of the register.

Validation of data ensures that the proposed update is formally correct and that it is consistent with all pre-existing records, both in the same MSA and in the other MSAs.

This does not prevent them from using complementary national sources of information for verification of movement data upon each new submission or upon each update, such as guarantee information or local authorisations (e.g. places of direct delivery).

4.1.2 Participants, motivations and commitments
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Figure 7
Participants of <UC1.14> Maintenance of registration data

Main actor

· the MSA central services

· maintain their registration data

· provide up-to-date and exact changes of the registration data at the latest on their activation date
· are responsible for the accuracy of data

Other actors

· the Common Domain central services

· receive changes of registration data at the latest on their activation date
· are responsible for formally validating registration information

4.1.3 General conditions

Trigger

· the MSA central services want to update the registration data

Pre–conditions

· the MSA central services have consistent and up-to-date registration data

· the Common Domain central services have consistent and up-to-date registration data

Post–conditions

· the Common Domain central services have consistent registration data composed of the reference version of the register completed by a series of updates received from the MSA central services

4.1.4 Process flow diagram
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Figure 8
Maintenance of registration data (UC1.14) – Process flow diagram

4.1.5 Major event

	E_Changes of the register become necessary

	Actor: MSA central services

	Location: premises of the MSA

	Changes of the register become necessary either for a record creation, a record update or a record invalidation.


4.1.6 Minor events

None.

4.1.7 Processes

	Create, update or invalidate information XE "UC1.14 Maintenance of registration data: UC-114-105 Create, update or invalidate information" \f "ebp"
	Process: UC-114-105

	Actor: MSA central services

	Location: premises of the MSA

	Processing mode: Semi-automatic

	Constraint: none.

	Description:

An official in the MSA central services performs a creation, an update or an invalidation of a specific record of the registration data at national level.

Final situation:

· The modified information is ready to be submitted to the Common Domain central services.


	Submit update information XE "UC1.14 Maintenance of registration data: UC-114-110 Submit update information" \f "ebp"
	Process: UC-114-110

	Actor: MSA central services

	Location: premises of the MSA

	Processing mode: Semi-automatic

	Constraint: National registration data should be submitted to the Common Domain central services a sufficient time in advance from the date where data become legally valid and at the latest on the activation date itself. Nevertheless urgent updates such as removal of authorisations must be submitted as soon as possible.

	Description:

This general maintenance function consists in collecting the changes for all modified Registration entries at national level, before being sent to the Common Domain central services. The implementation details are a national matter.

An official in the MSA central services prepares a (set of) record(s) for creation, update or invalidation and sends it to the Common Domain central services. (IE713:C_QRO_DAT).
The MSA sending updates to central SEED should wait until it gets a response from central SEED, either in the form of dissemination (IE713) or in the form of refusal (IE714) of the proposed updates, before it initiates a movement involving any of the updated registration data.
Final situation:

· The modified information is available to the Common Domain central services.


	Check submitted changes XE "UC1.14 Maintenance of registration data: UC-114-210 Check submitted changes" \f "ebp"
	Process: UC-114-210

	Actor: Common Domain central services

	Location: premises of Common Domain central services 

	Processing mode: Automatic

	Constraint: none

	Description:
Upon receipt of (a set of) update(s) (IE713:C_QRO_DAT), the Common Domain central services submits it to formal validation in connection with pre-existing information.

· a tax warehouse belongs to one and only one authorised warehouse keeper;

· the Excise Office associated to an economic operator, tax warehouse or temporary authorisation belongs to the same MSA to which the economic operator, tax warehouse or temporary authorisation is registered;

· consistency of operator types and operator roles following the rules described in Appendix D;

· the declared consignor of a temporary authorisation is validly registered. In addition the Member State of the declared Consignor must be different than the Member State the temporary authorisation is registered for;
· the Activation Date registered for each record is equal to or greater than the Modification Date.
If data are found erroneous, the submitted change is completely rejected and an error message (IE714:C_QRO_REF) is sent back to the issuing MSA.

Final situation:
· if the submitted update is accepted, processing continues with UC-114-230;

· if the submitted update is refused, the issuing MSA is informed.


	Register changes XE "UC1.14 Maintenance of registration data: UC-114-230 Register changes" \f "ebp"
	Process: UC-114-230

	Actor: Common Domain central services

	Location: premises of Common Domain central services 

	Processing mode: Automatic

	Constraint: none

	Description:
The application of the Common Domain central services inserts the validated updates into the registration data currently under preparation.

The update is composed of all updates submitted by the MSAs and validated by the Common Domain central services, under the form of actions such as create, update or invalidate from the preceding state of the register.

Final situation:
· the updates are ready for dissemination.


	Receive rejection information XE "UC1.14 Maintenance of registration data: UC-114-120 Receive rejection information" \f "ebp"
	Process: UC-114-120

	Actor: MSA central services

	Location: premises of the MSA

	Processing mode: Semi-automatic

	Constraint: none

	Description:
Receive a message (IE714:C_QRO_REF).

An official in the MSA examines the received diagnostics to prepare further update.

Final situation:
· the update is refused – the issuing MSA has to correct and re-submit it.


4.1.8 Major result

	R_Register has been updated

	Actor: Common Domain central services

	Location: premises of the Common Domain central services

	· the update information is registered in the Common domain;

· it is ready to be communicated to the Member States.


4.1.9 Minor results

	R_MSA is informed of rejection

	Actor: MSA central services

	Location: premises of the MSA

	· the MSA is informed that the submitted update is refused


4.1.10 Messages

· IE713:C_QRO_DAT
operations on the register of economic operators

· IE714:C_QRO_REF
refusal of update of economic operators

4.2 Dissemination of registration data (UC1.15)

4.2.1 Overview

The registration information of economic operators, tax warehouses and temporary authorisations is the major part of SEED, with strong consequences when information is not accurate or not up-to-date. This results in strong requirements on the dissemination of changes.

To guarantee consistency of SEED information among all Member States, changes are concentrated in the single and common reference version of SEED (central SEED repository) maintained by the Common Domain central services. The Common Domain sends back to all Member States the updates of the register, as soon as they are integrated to the central SEED repository.

Each Member State must ensure that all updates are integrated to their national system as soon as they receive them from central SEED. The Member States using the SOAP channel should poll Central SEED for updates at least twice a day.

All Member States are committed to use the state of information received back from the Common Domain, including for the part of information they produce themselves.

This does not prevent them from using complementary national sources of information for verification of movement data upon each new submission or upon each update, such as guarantee information or local authorisations (e.g. places of direct delivery).

4.2.2 Participants, motivations and commitments
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Figure 9
Participants of <UC1.15> Dissemination of registration data

Main actor

· the MSA central services

· are responsible for activating the consistent information as soon as they receive them from central SEED; MSAs using the SOAP channel should poll Central SEED for updates at least twice a day
Other actors

· the Common Domain central services

· are responsible for timely disseminating updates or notification for updates of the registration data to all MSAs

4.2.3 General conditions

Trigger

· upon integration of any updates submitted by the MSAs to the central SEED repository or upon a pre-defined scheduling or upon an explicit request, the MSA central services receive a signal for update of the registration data in a particular Member State or in a group of Member States

Pre–conditions

· the MSA central services have consistent and up-to-date registration data 

· the Common Domain central services have a set of updates of the registration data ready for dissemination

Post–conditions

· the concerned MSAs have a copy of the registration data consistent with the reference version kept by the Common Domain central services

4.2.4 Process flow diagram


[image: image10.emf]                 

Common Domain central  s ervices  

MSA   central services  

UC - 115 - 11 0   Disseminate   changes  

R_Update information  is available to all  Member States  

For each  concerned  MSA  

R_Updated information  is activated  

UC - 115 - 21 0   Receive and apply  registration data  

( IE713:C_QRO_DAT )  

E_Dissemination of  the register become  necess ary  


Figure 10
Dissemination of registration data (UC1.15) – Process flow diagram

4.2.5 Major event

	E_Dissemination of the register become necessary

	Actor: Common Domain central services

	Location: premises of the Common Domain central services

	Dissemination of the updates of the register becomes necessary either on behalf of the Common Domain central services, or from the nationally scheduled update triggered by notifications.


4.2.6 Minor events

None.

4.2.7 Processes

	Disseminate changes XE "UC1.15 Dissemination of registration data: UC-115-110 Disseminate changes" \f "ebp"
	Process: UC-115-110

	Actor: Common Domain central services

	Location: premises of Common Domain central services 

	Processing mode: Automatic

	Constraint: depends on the management rules of the Common Domain central services.

	Description:
The application of the Common Domain central services disseminates the current update (IE713:C_QRO_DAT) to all MSAs, or send a notification of available updates.

The application of the Common Domain applies the contents of the update to the reference registration data base.

Final situation:
· the update information is available to all Member States.


	Receive and apply registration data XE "UC1.15 Dissemination of registration data: UC-115-210 Receive and apply registration data" \f "ebp"
	Process: UC-115-210

	Actor: MSA central services (to be performed in each Member State)

	Location: Premises of each MSA

	Processing mode: Automatic

	Constraint: none

	Description:
Upon receipt of an update (IE713:C_QRO_DAT), the application of the MSA incorporates it into the national copy of the reference registration data base so that this latter is up-to-date to be used when validating the messages submitted to EMCS.

Final situation:
· the updated information is activated in the considered Member State.


4.2.8 Major result

	R_Updated information is activated

	Actor: MSA central services

	Location: premises of each MSA

	· the updated information is activated in the Member State


	R_Update information is available to all Member States

	Actor: Common Domain central services

	Location: premises of Common Domain central services

	· the update information is available to all Member States


4.2.9 Minor results

None.

4.2.10 Messages

· IE713:C_QRO_DAT
operations on the register of economic operators

4.3 Consultation of registration data by MSA central services (UC1.16)

4.3.1 Overview

The consultation of registration data by MSA central services allows the official in the MSA to perform a search on the reference version of the registration data base kept by the Common Domain, including an advanced search for the details of a single economic operator.

This consultation is for any purpose; it is in particular recommended as the first step of recovery:

· if an incoming message found correct in another Member State is found incorrect in the considered Member State for reasons linked with the registration information; or

· if an outgoing message found correct in the considered Member State is found incorrect in another Member State for reasons linked with the registration information.

4.3.2 Participants, motivations and commitments
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Figure 11
Participants of <UC1.16> Consultation of registration data by MSA central services

Main actor

· the MSA central services 

· request information

Other actors

· the Common Domain central services

· send back the required information as requested by a MSA

4.3.3 General conditions

Trigger

· the MSA central services want to search for precise information in the registration data base

Pre–conditions

· the Common Domain central services have a consistent and up-to-date set of registration data, which is assumed by definition

Post–conditions

· the MSA central services have the requested information

4.3.4 Process flow diagram
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Figure 12
Consultation of registration data by MSA central services (UC1.16) – Process flow diagram

4.3.5 Major event

	E_MSA want to search the register

	Actor: MSA central services

	Location: Premises of the MSA

	The MSA central services want to get registration data from the reference version kept by the Common Domain central services.


4.3.6 Minor events

None.

4.3.7 Processes

	Request registration data  XE "UC1.16 Consultation of registration data by MSA central services: UC-116-110 Request registration data " \f "ebp"
	Process: UC-116-110

	Actor: MSA central services 

	Location: Premises of the MSA

	Processing mode: Semi-automatic

	Constraint: none

	Description:
An official in the MSA central services uses an interactive interface to request a search on the reference version of the registration data kept by the Common Domain central services. The search criteria are numerous and it is possible to enhance this process following a request from a MSA.

	Final situation:
· the MSA is waiting for the requested information


	Prepare registration data XE "UC1.16 Consultation of registration data by MSA central services: UC-116-210 Prepare registration data" \f "ebp"
	Process: UC-116-210

	Actor: Common Domain central services

	Location: premises of Common Domain central services

	Processing mode: Automatic

	Constraint: none

	Description:
On receipt of a request for registration data from a MSA, the Common Domain central services put together in the same (logical) message:

· the requested information from the trusted reference version of the registration data.

	Final situation:
· the requested information has been made available to the requesting MSA


	Receive requested information XE "UC1.16 Consultation of registration data by MSA central services: UC-116-120 Receive requested information " \f "ebp"
	Process: UC-116-120

	Actor: MSA central services

	Location: Premises of the MSA

	Processing mode: Semi-automatic

	Constraint: none

	Description:
The official in the MSA central services receives:

· the requested information.

	Final situation:
· the requested information is available in the considered Member State


4.3.8 Major result

	R_Search of the register is sent back

	Actor: Common Domain central services

	Location: premises of Common Domain central services

	· the requested information has been made available to the requesting MSA


	R_Info is received

	Actor: MSA central services

	Location: premises of the MSA

	· the requested information is now available to the requesting officer;

· the requesting officer is now in a position to determine the possibly relevant further actions.


4.3.9 Minor results

None.

4.3.10 Messages

· Ad-hoc request and response

4.4 Consultation of registration information by economic operators (UC1.30)

4.4.1 Overview

An economic operator cannot consult registration information (SEED) except its own record. He has to directly query other economic operators for their information. Use case 1.14 (Maintenance and dissemination of registration data) suggests that the MSAs might provide their economic operators with an electronic record of their own registration information to be disseminated by the concerned operator to his business partners.

However, as a quick help to validate information, any economic operator may use a public function available on the Europa Web site, as described below.

The SEED-on-Europa consultation allows any person to check the validity of an Excise number for a given category of goods and for a given date.

The request is made of the sole queried Excise number.

The answer is yes (the Excise number is valid for the current date) or no (any other case). If the answer is yes, a list of the excise products, excise product descriptions, operator types (Authorized Warehouse Keeper, Registered  Consignor, Registered Consignee, Tax Warehouse or Temporary Authorisation) and the flag indicating if a Registered Consignee or Authorised warehouse keeper is allowed to practice direct delivery, will be displayed.
Optionally, a MSA may provide its Economic operators a mechanism for verifying the Excise number, name and post code of other Economic Operators.
Each MSA is responsible for ensuring that the information published on the SEED-on-Europa site is consistent with its copy of the registration data base. Feeding of the site is a by-product of the dissemination of the register of economic operators’ updates. More specifically, Central SEED shall update SEED-on-EUROPA by sending a full extract of the central register at least twice a day (to be more detailed in the Central Operation Specification (COS)).

4.4.2 Participants, motivations and commitments
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Figure 13
Participants of <UC1.30> Consultation of registration information by economic operators

Main actor

· the requestor (any person having access to the world wide web)

· asks for validity of a given Excise number

Other actors

· the SEED-on-Europa service

· gives back information

4.4.3 General conditions

Trigger

· the requestor explicitly submits the request

Pre–conditions

· none

Post–conditions

· the answer has been returned to the requestor

4.4.4 Process flow diagram
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Figure 14
Consultation of registration information by economic operators (UC1.30) – Process flow diagram

4.4.5 Major event

	E_Request information on Excise registration

	Actor: Any person accessing the Web (the requestor)

	Location: any

	The requestor wants to verify that a given Excise number is valid at a given date


4.4.6 Minor events

None

4.4.7 Processes

	Send request XE "UC1.30 Consultation of registration information by economic operators: UC-130-110 Send request" \f "ebp"
	Process: UC-130-110

	Actor: Requestor

	Location: any

	Processing mode: Semi-automatic

	Constraint: none

	Description:
The requestor prepares a request containing:

· the Excise number to be verified;

He submits it to the Information Centre.

Partial result:
The requestor is waiting for an answer to come back.


	Prepare response XE "UC1.30 Consultation of registration information by economic operators: UC-130-210 Prepare response" \f "ebp"
	Process: UC-130-210

	Actor: SEED-on-Europa service

	Location: Information Centre

	Processing mode: Automatic

	Constraint: none

	Description:
The SEED-on-Europa service examines the request and prepares a response message.

If the Excise number exists and is valid for the current date, the answer is yes and is completed by a list of the excise products, excise product descriptions, operator type (Authorized Warehouse Keeper, Registered Consignor, Registered Consignee, Tax Warehouse or Temporary Authorisation) and the flag indicating if a Registered Consignee or Authorised Warehouse Keeper is allowed to practice direct delivery.
In all other cases, the answer is no.

The response is sent back to the applicant.

Partial result:
· the answer has been given back.


4.4.8 Major result

	R_Answer received

	Actor: Requestor

	Location: any

	The requestor knows whether the information is/was valid or not at the given date.


4.4.9 Minor results

None

4.4.10 Messages

None (Web exchanges).

5 Management of reference data

This Chapter addresses the management the reference data, as defined in paragraph 2.3, composed of:

· the common system parameters;

· the lists of codes;

· the Excise Offices List (EOL).

Reference data (other than the EOL) are per definition to be used for reference and are not supposed to be often updated.

The EOL is maintained and disseminated as a part of the COL, so constituting a common EOL/COL.

Changes of the reference data (other than the EOL) are decided at common level and applied by the Common Domain central services following directions of the Commission. When changes are to be activated, the Common Domain central services send the relevant updates to each concerned MSA that is committed to activate it at the latest at the date where it becomes legally valid.

Part of reference data, namely the EOL, the categories of Excise goods and product codes and a part of the lists of codes, are used by the economic operators. Each MSA is responsible for timely providing its operators with that information, although an alternate dissemination path through the SEED-on-Europa is considered.

5.1 Maintenance and dissemination of the EOL (UC1.11)

To avoid double input or the development of specific extractions, NCTS and EMCS use the same list of offices, commonly maintained, disseminated and published.

To that end, the definition of the COL is completed by one unique new office role code, the "Excise office"; this allows the Customs roles to share the same office with the Excise roles. Other Excise specific roles could be created in the future.

The description of an office in the COL is sufficient for the EOL; no additional fields are necessary.

There may be Customs offices without Excise role and Excise offices without Customs role; this does not prevent all offices from being managed in the same list.

Refer to NCTS business process thread CS1A (Functional Transit System Specifications V 4.0-e [R9] Section IV) for the management (i.e. maintenance and dissemination) of the common EOL/COL.

Each MSA is free to determine whether and how they create a specific EOL from the common EOL/COL for usage by economic operators not involved in Customs procedures.

5.2 Maintenance of other reference data (UC1.04)

5.2.1 Overview

This use case describes how reference data are maintained in the Common Domain, except for the EOL of which maintenance is described in UC1.11 – Maintenance and dissemination of EOL data.

The Common Domain central services are responsible for updating all other reference data than the EOL following the instructions of the Commission.

The concerned information comprises:

· lists of codes;

· common system parameters.

As far as possible, reference data (other than the EOL) should be shared with NCTS. Appendix B describes all lists of codes and explicitly states where a list of codes is common to EMCS and NCTS.

5.2.2 Participants, motivations and commitments
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Figure 15
Participants of <UC1.04> Maintenance of other reference data

Main actor

· the Common Domain central services

· are responsible for the accuracy of data

Other actors

· none

5.2.3 General conditions

Trigger

· reference data (other than the EOL) are to be updated following instructions from the Commission.

Pre–conditions

· the Common Domain central services have update instructions for the reference data (other than the EOL) from the Commission.

Post–conditions

· a new set of reference data (other than the EOL) is available for all MSAs.

5.2.4 Process flow diagram
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Figure 16
Maintenance of other reference data (UC1.04) – Process flow diagram

5.2.5 Major event

	E_Changes of reference data become necessary

	Actor: Common Domain central services

	Location: Premises of the Common Domain central services

	The Common Domain central services have to perform updates of reference data (other than the EOL).


5.2.6 Minor events

None.

5.2.7 Processes

	Create, update or invalidate information XE "UC1.04 Maintenance of other reference data: UC-104-110 Create, update or invalidate information" \f "ebp"
	Process: UC-104-110

	Actor: Common Domain central services

	Location: premises of the Common Domain central services

	Processing mode: Semi-automatic

	Constraint: upon acceptance from the Commission

	Description:

An official in the Common Domain central services performs a creation, an update or an invalidation of a specific record of the reference data (other than the EOL).

Final situation:
· the reference data (other than the EOL) are updated.


5.2.8 Major result

	R_Changes of reference data performed

	Actor: Common Domain central services

	Location: Premises of the Common Domain central services

	· the Common Domain data base contains up-to-date reference data (other than the EOL).

· the updates are ready to be communicated to the Member States.


5.2.9 Minor results

None.

5.2.10 Messages

None.

5.3 Dissemination of other reference data (UC1.05)

5.3.1 Overview

This use case describes how reference data are disseminated from the Common Domain to the MSAs, except for the EOL of which dissemination is described in UC1.11 – Maintenance and dissemination of EOL data.

The Common Domain central services create a set of updates of the concerned reference data to be disseminated to the MSAs.

The concerned information comprises:

· lists of codes;

· common system parameters.

The Common Domain sends to all Member States the updates of the reference data.

Each Member State may choose its own way and pace for doing so, provided that it ensures that all updates are achieved at the latest by the expected date and time where they become legally valid.

5.3.2 Participants, motivations and commitments
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Figure 17
Participants of <UC1.05> Dissemination of other reference data

Main actor

· the Common Domain central services

· are responsible for timely disseminating updates of the reference data

Other actors

· the MSA Central Services

· are responsible for timely activating the updates received from the Common Domain

5.3.3 General conditions

Trigger

· upon a pre-defined scheduling or upon an explicit request, the MSA central services receive a signal for update of the reference data in a particular Member State or in a group of Member States

Pre–conditions

· the MSA central services have consistent and up-to-date reference data (other than the EOL)

· the Common Domain central services have a set of updates of reference data (other than the EOL) ready for dissemination

Post–conditions

· the concerned MSAs have a copy of the reference data (other than the EOL) consistent with the reference version kept by the Common Domain central services

5.3.4 Process flow diagram
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Figure 18
Dissemination of other reference data (UC1.05) – Process flow diagram

5.3.5 Major event

	E_Changes of reference data to be disseminated

	Actor: Common Domain central services

	Location: Premises of the Common Domain central services

	The Common Domain central services have to disseminate updates of reference data (other than the EOL).


5.3.6 Minor events

None

5.3.7 Processes

	Send reference data XE "UC1.05 Dissemination of other reference data: UC-105-110 Send reference data " \f "ebp"
	Process: UC-105-110

	Actor: Common Domain central services

	Location: premises of the Common Domain central services

	Processing mode: Semi-automatic

	Constraint: the dissemination of reference data (other than the EOL) should be completed a sufficient time in advance from the date where data become legally valid (typically three or four opening days)

	Description:

An official in the Common Domain central services prepares an update message (IE734:C_RDD_DAT) that groups the create/update/invalidate changes of reference data (other than the EOL) to be applied by the MSAs. The message (IE734:C_RDD_DAT) is composed of one or several of the following messages: IE732:C_COD_DAT; IE709:C_PAR_DAT.

The Common Domain central services put the update message at the disposal of all MSAs.

Final situation:
· the reference data are available to all MSAs.


	Receive and apply reference data XE "UC1.05 Dissemination of other reference data: UC-105-210 Receive and apply reference data" \f "ebp"
	Process: UC-105-210

	Actor: MSA central services

	Location: Premises of each MSA

	Processing mode: Up to MSA

	Constraint: none

	Description:
Upon receipt of the update message, the MSA central services apply the received changes to their operational reference data base.

This process should be automated.

Final situation:
· the operational copy contains up-to-date reference data (other than the EOL)


5.3.8 Major result

	R_Reference data ready for use

	Actor: MSA central services

	Location: Premises of each MSA

	· the operational copy contains up-to-date reference data (other than the EOL)


5.3.9 Minor results

None.

5.3.10 Messages

· IE734:C_RDD_DAT
operations on the reference data base

The message IE734:C_RDD_DAT is composed of one or several of the following messages:

· IE732:C_COD_DAT
common list of codes

· IE709:C_PAR_DAT
common system parameters

5.4 Consultation of other reference data by MSA central services (UC1.06)

5.4.1 Overview

The consultation of the reference data (other than the EOL) allows the official in the MSA to perform a search on the reference data base kept by the Common Domain.

This consultation is for any purpose; it is in particular recommended as the first step of recovery:

· if an incoming message found correct in another Member State is found incorrect in the considered Member State for reasons linked with the reference data; or

· if an outgoing message found correct in the considered Member State is found incorrect in another Member State for reasons linked with the reference data.

5.4.2 Participants, motivations and commitments
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Figure 19
Participants of <UC1.06> Consultation of other reference data by MSA central services

Main actor

· the MSA central services

· request information on the reference data (other than the EOL).

Other actors

· the Common Domain central services

· send back consistent information upon request

5.4.3 General conditions

Trigger

· the MSA central services want to perform a consultation on the reference version of reference data (other than the EOL) by searching for precise information in the reference data base.

Pre–conditions

· the Common Domain central services have a consistent and up-to-date set of reference data (other than the EOL), which is assumed by definition.

Post–conditions

· the consultation results are available in the requesting MSA.

5.4.4 Process flow diagram
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Figure 20
Consultation of other reference data by MSA central services (UC1.06) – Process flow diagram

5.4.5 Major event

	E_MSA want to search the other reference data base

	Actor: MSA central services

	Location: MSA premises

	the MSA central services want to search the reference version of the reference data base (other than the EOL) kept by the Common Domain


5.4.6 Minor events

None.

5.4.7 Processes

	Send request XE "UC1.06 Consultation of other reference data by MSA central services: UC-106-110 Send request" \f "ebp"
	Process: UC-106-110

	Actor: MSA central services

	Location: MSA premises

	Processing mode: Semi-automatic

	Constraint: none

	Description:
An official in the MSA central services uses an interactive interface to perform a search on the reference version of reference data base (other than the EOL) kept by the Common Domain central services. The search criteria are numerous and it is possible to enhance this process following a request from a MSA.

Final situation:
· the MSA is waiting for the requested information.


	Prepare consultation results XE "UC1.06 Consultation of other reference data by MSA central services: UC-106-210 Prepare consultation results" \f "ebp"
	Process: UC-106-210

	Actor: Common Domain central services

	Location: premises of Common Domain central services

	Processing mode: Automatic

	Constraint: none

	Description:
On receipt of a request for search from a MSA, the Common Domain central services put together in the same (logical) message:

· the requested information from the trusted reference version of the reference data base (other than the EOL).

Final situation:
· the requested information has been made available to the requesting MSA.


	Receive results XE "UC1.06 Consultation of other reference data by MSA central services: UC-106-120 Receive results" \f "ebp"
	Process: UC-106-120

	Actor: MSA central services

	Location: MSA premises

	Processing mode: Semi-automatic

	Constraint: none

	Description:
The official in the MSA central services receives:

· the requested information.

Final situation:
· the requested consultation has been performed.


5.4.8 Major result

	R_Info is received

	Actor: MSA central services

	Location: MSA premises

	· the requested information is now available to the requesting officer.

· the requesting officer is now in a position to determine the possibly relevant further actions.


5.4.9 Minor results

None.

5.4.10 Messages

· Ad-hoc request and response.

5.5 Consultation of public reference data by economic operators (UC1.13)

5.5.1 Overview

Economic operators get the necessary reference data from their respective MSA.

That information contains a part of the lists of codes (including the categories of Excise products and Excise products codes) as defined in Appendix B of the FESS;

Note that the following description implements the fact that each Member State is responsible for distributing reference data to its economic operators.

5.5.2 Participants, motivations and commitments
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Figure 21
Participants of <UC1.13> Consultation of public reference data by economic operators

Main actor

· the economic operator

· requests up-to-date reference information

Other actors

· the MSA central services

· maintain the up-to-date reference information

· are responsible for the accuracy of data

5.5.3 General conditions

Trigger

· the economic operator wants an up-to-date version of all or part of reference information

Pre–conditions

· the MSA central services have a complete up-to-date set of public reference information ready for download

Post–conditions

· the interested economic operator has the last available up-to-date reference information

5.5.4 Process flow diagram
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Figure 22
Consultation of public reference data by economic operators (UC1.13) – Process flow diagram

5.5.5 Major event

	E_Operator needs up-to-date data

	Actor: economic operator

	Location: premises of the economic operator

	the economic operator requests his MSA for an up-to-date version of publicly available reference data


5.5.6 Minor events

none

5.5.7 Processes

	Request reference data XE "UC1.13 Consultation of public reference data by economic operators: UC-113-110 Request reference data" \f "ebp"
	Process: UC-113-110

	Actor: economic operator

	Location: premises of the economic operator

	Processing mode: Up to MSA

	Constraint: none

	Description:
The details of distribution of the publicly available files are defined by each MSA; several solutions are possible, besides others the following:

· the MSA puts the information for free download on an Internet site;

· the economic operator sends a request by e-mail and the MSA replies with the file attached to a reply e-mail;

· upon a request sent by mail, by fax or by phone, the MSA prepares a magnetic or optical support and sends it by regular mail to the requesting economic operator.

The request is issued with the contents of (IE705:E_REQ_SUB).

Final situation:
· the economic operator has an up-to-date copy of the requested information


	Send reference data XE "UC1.13 Consultation of public reference data by economic operators: UC-113-210 Send reference data" \f "ebp"
	Process: UC-113-210

	Actor: MSA central services

	Location: MSA premises

	Processing mode: Up to MSA

	Constraint: none

	Description:

Receive a request (IE705:E_REQ_SUB).

The MSA central services prepare the requested lists of codes in the message (IE733:E_COD_DAT).

It sends it back to the issuing economic operator.

Final situation:
· the set of requested information has been sent back to the issuing economic operator


5.5.8 Major result

	R_Information available to economic operator

	Actor: economic operator

	Location: premises of the economic operator

	the economic operator has an up-to-date copy of the requested information


5.5.9 Minor results

none

5.5.10 Messages

· IE705:E_REQ_SUB
external request for reference data

· IE733:E_COD_DAT
external list of codes

6 Management of SEED statistics

This Chapter describes the general mechanism to obtain SEED statistics from the Common Domain.


6.1 SEED statistics (UC3.16)

6.1.1 Overview

Upon request from any MSA, the Common Domain central services application sends back the requested SEED statistics.

These statistics can be one of the following five types:

· the number of active and inactive economic operators;

· the pending expirations;

· the types of economic operators;

· the number of authorised economic operators by product or product category;

· the number of changes to excise authorisations.

The request from the MSA also permits to specify the Member States involved in the request and the considered period of time.

6.1.2 Participants, motivations and commitments
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Figure 23
Participants of <UC3.16> SEED statistics

Main actor

· the Common Domain central services

· are responsible for communicating SEED statistics upon request from any MSA

Other actors

· the MSA central services

· request SEED statistics

· receive SEED statistics

6.1.3 General conditions

Trigger

· the MSA central services ask for SEED statistics

Pre–conditions

· the Common Domain central services have up-to-date information covering the request

Post–conditions

· SEED statistics are available to the requesting MSA (See Article 34 of Regulation (EU) No 389/2012 [A15]).

6.1.4 Process flow diagram
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Figure 24
SEED statistics (UC3.16) – Process flow diagram

6.1.5 Major event

	E_MSA requests SEED statistics information

	Actor: MSA central services

	Location: premises of the MSA

	When necessary, the MSA central services solicit the SEED statistics from all or part of the participating countries.


6.1.6 Minor events

none

6.1.7 Processes

	Send request for statistics information XE "UC3.16 SEED statistics: UC-316-110 Send request for statistics information" \f "ebp"
	Process: UC-316-110

	Actor: MSA central services

	Location: premises of the MSA

	Processing mode: Semi-automatic

	Constraint: none

	Description:

The MSA central services send to the Common Domain central services a request for SEED statistics (IE701:C_REQ_SUB). This request includes the type of report, the involved Member States and the considered period of time.

Final situation:
· the Common Domain central services are expected to reply by giving their statistical figures.


	Create statistics information XE "UC3.16 SEED statistics: UC-316-210 Create statistics information" \f "ebp"
	Process: UC-316-210

	Actor: Common Domain central services

	Location: premises of the Common Domain central services

	Processing mode: Automatic

	Constraint: none

	Description:

The Common Domain central services receive a request message for SEED statistics information (IE701:C_REQ_SUB).

The Common Domain central services retrieve the statistics information by analysing the logs of SEED

Once the statistics information is consolidated, it is sent to the requesting MSA in a statistics information reply message (IE742:C_STA_VAL).

Final situation:

· SEED statistics have been made available to the requesting MSA.


	Receive statistics information XE "UC3.16 SEED statistics: UC-316-120 Receive statistics information" \f "ebp"
	Process: UC-316-120

	Actor: MSA central services

	Location: premises of the MSA

	Processing mode: Semi-automatic

	Constraint: none

	Description:

SEED statistics information reply message (IE742:C_STA_VAL) is received from the Common Domain central services

Final situation:
· the SEED statistics information is available in the MSA.


6.1.8 Major result

	R_Consolidated statistics received

	Actor: MSA central services

	Location: premises of the MSA

	Consolidated SEED statistics are received (IE742:C_STA_VAL) from the Common Domain central services. 


6.1.9 Minor results

None

6.1.10 Messages

· IE701:C_REQ_SUB
common request

· IE742:C_STA_VAL
SEED statistics

7 State diagrams

No state diagrams were found useful for registration and reference data nor for the statistics.

8 Index of EBPs
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UC1.13	Consultation of public reference data by economic operators (AUC1.13)
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